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B. Berdmans Pub., 2002); Michael J. Gorman, Cruciformity: Paul's Narrative
Spirituality of the Cross (Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans Pub., 2001); N. T. Wright,
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[Abstract]

Paul's Use of Narratives and It's Homiletical Implications

Kwang Hyun Cho

(Korea Theological Seminary, Assistant Professor, Practical Theology)

While a sharp distinction between Paul’s letters and narrative
texts has been generally proposed in contemporary homiletics,
Paul in 1 Thessalonians weaved different levels of narratives-(1)
the story of God and Jesus, (2) Paul's own story, and (3) the story
of Thessalonians. Paul utilized these three levels of narratives as
a collective story for promoting a common identity in the com-
munity and as a boundary between insiders and outsiders for con-
structing a distinct community. Paul’s use of narratives gives an
alternative view for the contemporary homiletics which mainly
understands narratives as a form for facilitating an experiential
event in preaching. Moreover, it provides a new perspective on
the use of narratives for preachers who undertake community

formation.

Key Words: Narrative Preaching, 1 Thessalonians, Narrative, Collective Story,

Boundary, Contemporary Homiletics
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